Invasive adenocarcinoma of mixed endocervical and clear cell type, associated with invasive squamous cell carcinoma of the cervix uteri. A case report.
A case of invasive adenocarcinoma (predominantly of endocervical type but also with clear cell elements blended in part of the growth) associated with squamous cell carcinoma of the uterine cervix is reported in a young woman aged 18 years. Malignant squamous and atypical glandular cells were detected in Papanicolaou (Pap) smears, which raised the question of a mixed tumor. A diagnosis of cervical cancer was justified by means of a punch biopsy and the patient was treated by modified radical hysterectomy. Histologic and immunohistochemical examination of the hysterectomy specimen revealed two distinct types of an invasive malignant tumor, i.e., of glandular and squamous cell origin, closely related but not integrated. Interestingly, the glandular component comprised both endocervical and clear cell elements. Careful consideration of squamous or glandular atypia in cytological smears may lead to a more precise diagnosis, especially in young women.